Secret Indictment , 
In Hughes Break-In 
Reported on Coast 


Special to The New York Times 

LOS ANGELES, March 18— A 
county grand jury investigating 
the burglary of Howard 
Hughes’s headquarters here in 
1974 returned a secret indict- 
ment Tuesday, sources close to 
the investigation reported. 

The indictment was returned 
before Superior Court Judge 
William L. Ritzi after the grand 
jury concluded its five-week in- 
quiry, the sources said. 

It was believed that only one 
person was indicted but his 
identity and the nature of the. 
charge could not be learned. " 

The bizarre safeoracking, in 
which a four-man team took 
the billionaire’s confidential 
files, has been under investiga- 
tion by the grand jury since 
Feb. 13 under tight security. . 

The burglars, who looted the 
Hughes headquarters in a pre- 
dawn burglary last June 5 that 
lasted four hours, unsuccess- 
fully attempted to extort. Si- 
million from Mr. Hughes’s 
Summa Corporation for the re- 
turn of the files, according to 
a Hughes security agent. 

Law enforcement officials, 
who declined to be identified, 
say that the stolen files con- 
tained documents relating to a 
covert relationship between the 
Central Intelligence Agency and 
the Summa Corporation, Mr. 
Hughes’s chief holding com- 
pany. The New York Times has 
leamed.that the relationship in- 
volved a project to recover a 
sunken Soviet submarine and 
that the project was partly 
successful. 

The Times reported on March 
14 that documents taken in the 
: Hughes burglary disclosed rela- 
• tions between th8 C.I.A. arid 
. Mr. Hughes’s Summa Corpora-. 
’ tion. On Feb. 8, The Los An- 
, geles Times reported on the 
’ C.I.A.-Summa contract to raise 
' the submarine and said that 
- “confidential files on the opera- 
: tion are believed to have been 
among the documents stolen” 

' in the burglary. 

The Hughes organization re- 
fused to buy back the purloined 
files, sources within the organi- 
zation assert, on the ground 
that the burglars would prob- 
ably photocopy the files before 
returning them and seek to ex- 
tort additional money. 

The New York Times learned 
last month that a Canoga Park 
automobile salesman, Donald 
R. Woolbright, said that he had 
access to the stolen' files and 
sought help in selling them to 
a publication outside the 
United States. Mr. Woolbright, 
who .had an extensive police 
record for burglary arrests, 
sold his home in Canoga Park 
last Oct. 29 and disappeared 
with his wife and son.. 



